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CARDS. 

''F^HIS fasfciou iiad an origin pro- 
X pliflic o*f its /uture ajsplication. 
Cartk were invented for' the recreation 
«* a royal idiot, and %{ some slop bi 
jKJt made to their, progress, tney wiH 
walce idiots of us all. Ttiey are des- 
tructive of rational conversation, and 
Itke the forest laws of \V ilium fiufus, 
destroy the traces of Cultni'e, and bid 
lair to depopttiate tlie regions of mind, 

GROTltS, AND TILENVS 

The learned and virtuous ti'itor of Tu- 
renne, was aPiotestantfrom conviction, 
aod from study of the Scripiuies ; con. 
sequently did not pm his faith on any 
man's sleeve. Grotius was the same. 
The French attorney general said of 
them one day, " I cannot thmk where 
those men will find a graven tor they 
are neither Lutherans nor Calvinisti.*" 

BEUGIOUS DISPUTES. 

The violent disputes between the 
Gomarists and Aimetiians, that broke 
out in Holland in 1609, ended in a 
complete victory on the part of the 
former at the sjnod of Drodrecht. 
While the sword huhg over their he^ds 
it was tyranny and peisecution that 
wielded it: but when they got it into 
their own bands, it was divine justice 
that caused it to fall on their anta- 
gonists. Bariieveldt, the grand pension- 
ary, felt this; whose head, Diodati of 
Geneva observed, was Carried away 
by the caiions of the synod of Uoil 
ll.ven at Sedan Tllenus was disturbed 
by them. The duke of Bouillon teased 
him very much on this point. Wfatn 
the toleraut divine reffloustrated on his 
not allovtfiiig him qldetly to hold prin- 
ciples, whiaihe himself once appioved, 
the duke ansvi'ered, that he had ching- 
ed his religion at the request of the 
km§ of England, James 1, with whom 
he wished to be on good terms. To 
ifus "i'llenus replied, that kings had no 
influence over his conscience; and 
l.uai ne i>Mopiu live anu uic an ae- 
inenrau, to be on good terms with 
God. 

A PROTE'iTAJJT POP? 

Du Ven'oi) was the first Catholic, 
who wrote a controveisraliyork on re- 
tigiou in French, a practic* before hunt 



so peculiar to the Huguenots, that it 
was. considered a mark of heresy. His 
zeal against the Protestants, and in par- 
ticular his conference with du Plessis 
Mornay, who was comraonly called 
the pope of the Ht^uenots, made his 
fortune. Henry IV alluding to this 
conference, said to Sully, who was a 
Protestant, " Your pope has been 
completely vanquisheti." " Sire," a«» 
swered the duke, «' you call bim pt^e 
in jest, but, as a proof of big oeing 
p<^ in earnest, depend upon it he 
willmake a cardinal oi abbe dii Perron.' 
In fact, the conference with du Plessis 
piocured du Perron a cardinal's hat. 
In tlie same manner Dr. Priestley 
is said to have made Hcsrsley a, bishop, 
whde other dignitaries of the church are 
suimised also to have owed their pro- 
motion to writing against bim. 

GVYMONP DEtATOUCHE. 

It is not usual for a parent to en- 
courag« a son in the pursuit of poetry. 
This J oung mad, when at Paris fiuish- 
iiig his studies, composed a tragedy. 
His father, who was the king's attorney 
at Chateauretix, being informed of it, 
wrote him word, that, if hie play were 
received at the theatre, he jnight re- 
main at Paris, and he would allov^ 
him sixty guineas a year; if not, he 
must return home immediately, to 
mairy and settle m the country. His 
play was broUj|ht ©ut; at the sound 
ot the fit St music the young poetwas 
with difficulty kept -froui fainting. 
After the play had p^sed its ordeal, 
it was applauded with vehemeiice, and 
the author was more loudly called for, 
than even VoUaite ever was. He was 
the first writer, that ^ippeafei} on the 
stage after the represenlatio'n of his 
piece. His emotion may better be 
conceived than expressed; and aftet" 
he withdrew he fainted op thfe stairs 
leading from tlie stage to the gieeti' 
room. 

UENfty I. OF fiiomyMmkucu 

The marshajl dake pf Mcotmorpnci 
being taken in am» agantst his k>n^ 
at the battle oi CasteTnaudary, was 
iKlieaded at Toulouse; the iinpla' 
cable Bichelieu refusing Ws pardon to 
the wliole nobility of France, who 
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demanded it on their knees. When 
Guitaut, who was examined as a wit- 
ness against him, was asked, whether 
he knew the maishal m the battle; 
he answered, with tears in his eyes, 
" The fire, blood, and smoke that 
covered him, prevented me at fiist 
from distinguishing him ; but when 
1 saw a man, who, after having broken 
six of our ranks, was slaughtering the 
soldiers in the seventh, 1 judged it 
could be BO one but the duke of 
Montmoienci; I did not know it cer- 
tainly, till 1 saw him lying on the 
ground under his horse that was slain " 
His tomb IS still at Moulmes. The 
revolutionists were about to destroy 
it, wlien a voice was heard, crying: 
" What ! are you going to destroy the 
tomb of a patiiol, who fell a victim 
to despotism?" 



FATE OF A eoMEPY. 

Colin de HarleviUe, a little before 
his dea*h, wrote a comedy, entitled 
Brotheis' Quarrels, which the manager 
to whom he offered it, returned with such 
animadveisions, that the author order- 
ed his servant to thiow it into the 
lire. The girl however, lliinkmg she 
might as well make a penny of it, if 
li^r master could not, sold it for waste 
paper. After it w* thus condemned 
to enwrap cheese and bacon, the first 
leaf luckily met the eyes of a person, 
who knew the handwritini| of the 
deceased. He repaired to the cheese- 
monger's, saved the whole from tlie 
fate thai threatened it, and offered it to 
another manager, who judged of it less 
severely, brought it out, and it had a 
great run. 



ORIGINAL POETRY. 



To the Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine, 

The following poetical addresses 
to Pleiskin and Fan-head, wete writ- 
ten by Humphry Davy, Professor of 
Chemistry at the Royal Institution, 
London, during, or after his visit to this 
country. They had got into circulation 
m manuscript, and thinking, as well from 
tbeir excellence, as their being desciip- 
tive of local sceneiy m this country, they 
would be acceptable to many leadeisof 
your magazine, I had an applicatrou 
made through the medium of a friend ui 
London to the author foi liberty to pub- 
lish them in it, to which request he o- 
bligingly consented. K. 

TO FAIR HEAl* 

IN THE COONTY ANTRIM. 

Fair are the noblest foiuisof art, and 
tair 

The mimic excellence, with which genms 
cloathes 

The tints that waken into perfect life ; 

Delightful IS thehainioay of thought 

Which from Ihe mind creative can pro- 
duce 

The beautiful, decorous, or sublime ; 

These faculties aie glorious, but they are 

As dreams, or semblances, lemote and 
faint 

Of theeteinal and mysterious power 

Which livf s, and moves unalteicd j of that 
power 

From whom the great realities arise, 
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Which form the life of nature, and the 

change. 
And -endless motion of all natural things; 
A power most amply felt, and best coa- 

cer\ ed 
In that tumultuous passion of the soul. 
When new sensations tiom the outward 

woi Id 
Impiess themselves in rapture : 

Such of late 
Haieofteu visited my changeful mind, 
Amidst the awful rocks and stoimy 

shoies 
OfNoithein Erin— and have kindly left 
A lovely vision, which will never die; 
Hence in the biiky stu rings of the world. 
And in the weaiine»s of active lift 
Oft shall I image, in then Vividness, 
The lofty piomoiitory,.aud the fiif}. 
And the wide ocean, and the moving air 
Raising the wave. 

But chiefly thee, Fairbead, 
Uniivalled in *liy foim and maie>!ty. 
For on thy nnghty summit 1 ba^e walked 
III the bright iunshine, whilit beneath in v 

feet ' 

The clouds have rolled in sgjcndour, hid- 
ing now 
As if leluctantly, whilst full in view 
The blue tide wildly loUed, skiited with 

foam. 
And bounded by the green mi smtlmt 

land, 
The dun pale mountain, and the purple 

sky ; 
StupendtAis cliffs, the bjrfij of unknown 

years 
Nk 



